
From: Christi Scott Bartman 
            Eyes Up Appalachia 
Subject: Follow-up to Stakeholders regarding Interim Prevalence Report on Human Trafficking in 
Appalachian Ohio 
To: Appalachian Ohio Stakeholders 
Date: June 25, 2023 
 
Executive Summary: 
 
Eyes Up Appalachia teamed with the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio, the Ohio Network of 
Children’s Advocacy Centers and GiveBackHack to move our efforts around human trafficking in 
Appalachian Ohio from reaction to prevention. We surveyed direct service providers in the 
region over 2022. The results are detailed in the report below and the interim prevalence 
report. The quantitative findings support our need to focus on the vulnerabilities that put 
someone more at risk of being trafficked and concentrate on putting in place protective factors.  
 
With this information, we convened meetings of stakeholders from a diverse population of 
representatives from agencies that work with our vulnerable populations that may be trafficked 
or at high risk for being trafficked. The overarching goal was to look at what we found in the 
surveys and use a design thinking strategy (empathize with the issue, clearly define it, ideate or 
brainstorm around it, then create a small prototype to test, test it and iterate back around with 
improvements) to establish ways to expand successful efforts throughout the region.  
 
From the “big ideas” generated we came up with four themes: mobile, warm handoffs for 
transition age youth, technology/social media, whole family (aiming toward familial 
trafficking). In subsequent meetings we looked at programs that are currently operating and 
compiled a series of suggestions on moving forward toward a workable prototype that we can 
test. We narrowed down the following actions as our first efforts: 
 
Mobile: Julie Sundquist, with Homesafe in Ashtabula is currently working on a program that 
focuses on mobile pop-ups that combine medical, mental health, Cleveland Rape Crisis Center 
and other services. They advertise through the local Chamber, churches, businesses and 
schools. It is a fairly new program but one that is very close to others we were brainstorming. 
Since she is already working it, we will use this as our test case and monitor progress. Primary 
Contacts: Julie Sundquist executivedirector@homesafeincac.org along with me at 
Christi.bartman@me.com.  
 
Warm Handoff for Transition Age Youth: Creating a resource matrix is the first step to then 
move toward connecting the youth serving agencies with adult serving agencies in the area to 
enhance communication between them. We will initiate work on this matrix immediately and 
share widely so that it may be shared with the transition age youth and the agencies that serve 
them. Primary Contacts: Amanda Wilson amandawilson@cohhio.org , Lauren Spector 
laurens@clevelandrcc.org  and Madison Ross mross@gracehavenhouse.org  along with me at 
Christi.bartman@me.com.  

https://www.eyesupappalachia.org/
https://appalachianohio.org/
https://www.oncac.org/
https://www.oncac.org/
https://givebackhack.com/
https://www.homesafeincac.org/
https://clevelandrapecrisis.org/
mailto:executivedirector@homesafeincac.org
mailto:Christi.bartman@me.com
mailto:amandawilson@cohhio.org
mailto:laurens@clevelandrcc.org
mailto:mross@gracehavenhouse.org
mailto:Christi.bartman@me.com
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Technology/Social Media: There are several ways we can address technology/social media at 
the same time to see what might make the biggest impact. Eyes Up Appalachia will focus on a 
safe/trusted person campaign that will be part of a social media take-over campaign. Compass 
Rape Crisis is working on several social media approaches to prevention. Carmen Hamper 
teaches on grooming and use of technology by adults. The FBI has good resources and there are 
others nationally as well. The task for this committee for a smaller, testable product, will be to 
put together regional resources, a toolkit, and a list of speakers to circulate. Primary Contacts: 
Kristi Campbell-Meiser kcampbellmeiser@compassrapecrisis.org , Madison Ross 
mross@gracehavenhouse.org and Carmen Hamper champer@hamperlaw.com  along with me 
at Christi.bartman@me.com. 
 
Whole Family: We decided to test the others first and continue to determine the best way to 
approach this as it is a larger effort.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kcampbellmeiser@compassrapecrisis.org
mailto:mross@gracehavenhouse.org
mailto:champer@hamperlaw.com
mailto:Christi.bartman@me.com
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Third Interim Report on Findings from the Appalachian Ohio Human Trafficking Prevalence 
Study 
 
Thank you all for being part of this effort to move from a reactive to a preventative approach to 
human trafficking in Appalachian Ohio. With the support of the Foundation for Appalachian 
Ohio and partnership with the Ohio Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers (ONCAC) and 
GiveBackHack, our first interim surveys covering 2022 found 104 individuals that were trafficked 
and 134 that were suspected trafficking cases. Because it was not a complete distribution or 
response from all direct services agencies, this is just an interim baseline but gives us some 
good data around which to work. Of high importance is the risk-factor prevalence of those cases 
(78) where we received individual case data. Sexual abuse experience as a child was found in 46 
of those cases, low self-worth and other mental health vulnerabilities were found in 40 and 
trauma bonding was found in 38. These, along with others that were more prevalent like drug 
misuse, emotionally abusive interpersonal relationships, homelessness, and deteriorating 
relationships with their caregivers also were present. Finally, of the 33 cases reporting a total of 
111 offenders, 30 were family members (supporting what we had been hearing quantitatively), 
32 were other known adults, 20 were boyfriend/paramour or friend/known peer and 27 were 
other unknown/unrelated adults.  
 

 
 

 

https://appalachianohio.org/
https://appalachianohio.org/
https://www.oncac.org/
https://givebackhack.com/
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With this information, we convened meetings of stakeholders from a diverse population of 
representatives from agencies that work with our vulnerable populations that may be trafficked 
or at high risk for being trafficked. The overarching goal was to look at what we found in the 
surveys and use a design thinking strategy (empathize with the issue, clearly define it, ideate or 
brainstorm around it, then create a small prototype to test, test it and iterate back around with 
improvements) to establish ways to expand successful efforts throughout the region.  
 
Below you will see the initial “big ideas” that were generated during the first ideation session: 
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From this list four themes developed: mobile, warm handoffs for transition age youth, 
technology/social media, whole family (aiming toward familial trafficking). We met for a 
second set of stakeholder meetings to narrow ideas on how to address each of these themes. 
You can find the results of those sessions at Appendix A.  
 
After we established the themes, we did some additional work to see what was already being 
done in the region to review the potential for building on, or collaborating with, current efforts. 
For the themes, the correlating services are listed below: 
 
Mobile 
 
Current efforts: 

JFS on Wheels 
Justice Bus They have already said they are interested and if you need them now they 
can come – just need lead time and idea of what services you need 
Library Bookmobiles (Nick in Athens has said they would be happy to engage in 
conversation) 
AmeriHealth Caritas  
Heritage Health Women’s Health Mobile (Sherri Oliver) 
NEST 
Community Action Agencies 
Efforts by Julie Sundquist popups in Ashtabula 
Efforts by Kristi Campbell-Meiser in Carroll and Tusc 
ICU mobile 
Sojourners mobile? 
Vision to Learn 

 
Suggestions: 

Follow Julie’s effort of coordinating hospital, CRCC, mental and basic health  
Gracehaven can add education on protective factors to current efforts, life skills 
Amanda, through COHHIO Youth Initiative, can coordinate locations to reach homeless 
youth 
Kristi, through COMPASS, has prevention and askable adult program info being 
developed as well 
Possible small pop-ups 
“Stagecoach” surrounding them with resources 
Could be at parks, churches, schools, local libraries, food banks  
Offering resource referrals on current efforts through QR code links, handout 
Tutors 
Music? Art? Sports? 
Hygiene products 
 
 
 

http://www.jfs.athensoh.org/newslist.php
https://www.ohiojusticefoundation.org/grantees/ohio-justice-bus/
https://www.myacpl.org/bookmobile/
https://www.ohio.edu/medicine/community-health/community-clinic/programs/mobile-clinic
https://nestclc.org/
https://www.icumobile.org/
https://visiontolearn.org/where-we-work/ohio/
https://gracehaven.me/
https://cohhio.org/programs/youth-initiative/
https://www.compassrapecrisis.org/
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Technology/Social Media 
 
Current efforts: 

Kristi/COMPASS /local prosecutor where youth have CSAM charges go through education 
programs instead of having it on record, part of probation (need to build out diversion 
programs) 
Carmen Hamper trains on grooming and technology with kids now 
Polaris has Love and Trafficking campaign and social media toolkit  
I am On Watch training 
NCMEC (Take It Down) 
Bark 
Digital Citizenship free lessons for download 
Commonsense.org 
Celia’s youth app 
Netsmartz 
Recovery Technology  
“Youth Truth” 
Youth-led prevention 
Best Life human trafficking training for youth 
UNITAS 
Arachnid 
Thorn 

 
 
Suggestions: 

Education on social media for kinship care families (both kids and 
caregiver/grandparents) 
Need school involved for children in school  
Sextortion – how to prevent it or get out of it 
Pull together regional resources list and tool kits (see example of Youth Pages from 
Toledo) 
Kristi has prevention staff working some of these issues 
Muskingum student has suggestions 
“safe” or “trusted” person campaign 
Parent newsletter – how to have conversations with your child, blocking info, social 
media checklist to complete with child (what they can say, post, etc.) 
Student-led social media campaign 
Safe space in school where students can get help 
Social Media Takeover 
Education efforts on social media awareness, healthy relationships, self esteem 
Peer-to-peer pilot (social media or peer advocacy possibly) 
Student nurses may be able to combine this into their community service (Terri) 
Community Technology Safety Days for parents and kids 

https://compassfamily.org/
https://polarisproject.org/love-and-trafficking/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw7uSkBhDGARIsAMCZNJtEmHwew2M6nLyEDElqGavEcjx3RtwzfmhHvCok5IqtuhPpFHJ9-3saAmJ4EALw_wcB
https://polarisproject.org/love-trafficking-social-media-toolkit/
https://www.iamonwatch.org/
https://www.missingkids.org/
https://takeitdown.ncmec.org/
https://www.bark.us/
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship
https://www.commonsense.org/
https://www.missingkids.org/netsmartz/home
https://forrecovery.org/recovery-technology/?gclid=CjwKCAjwkeqkBhAnEiwA5U-uMy8jb--q85TzKWJXVlWJrFsE4yMC-qi1BguP_n6LMWIZGS61ioBHUxoCnHQQAvD_BwE
https://www.bestalliance.org/aboutnotalone
https://www.unitas.ngo/resources
https://www.projectarachnid.ca/en/
https://www.thorn.org/blog/i-thought-we-were-friends-a-sextortion-story/?utm_campaign=hubspot&utm_medium=hubspot&_hsmi=263386391&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--KvF6TEYzoOKby0spQuw0sjOP5mm8Om7X1TN0NlXtEcHDjGVJ1omg57u4aTFfj0aQWGJljfQBLRuLVev3fYWnH9JP1Lw&utm_content=23_june&utm_source=hubspot
https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/safety-resources/scams-and-safety/common-scams-and-crimes/sextortion
https://www.youthpagestoledo.org/
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How youth can legally handle issues of sextortion, posting nudes, blackmail, grooming 
attempts 
App for services, hotline app? (relink.org on app?) 
Campaign to “denormalize” online behavior 
Platform for parents to go with questions 

 
 
Warm Handoff for Transition Age Youth 
 
 
Current Efforts: 

Bridges 
Handle with Care 
Continuum of Care – See Youth Homelessness programs at 
https://cohhio.org/programs/youth-initiative/yhdp/ and Runaway and Homeless Youth 
Programs https://cohhio.org/rhy/  
Gracehaven 
A Place for Me Check out page 20 Goal 4 the Launch pad and its ideas 
COHHIO – youth transition technical assistance – has programs 
Homesafe with Julie has Youth to Adult Program 
Kristi – county board of is putting together sexual wellness seminar (county boards may 
be good target group to do this across region) 
JFS- Youth Navigator networks  
OhioRISE 
 

 
Suggestions: 

Get the agencies that serve juveniles and the agencies that serve adults together in the 
same areas 
Telehealth? (FNN working this) 
Get resources to Family practice docs to give to teens 
Provide harm reduction info like where to find shelters, hotlines, where to go for help 
Hub of peers where they can get help with college applications, schools, financial aid, 
“adulting” like balancing checkbook, paying rent, how to access healthcare, insurance, 
vision mapping, goal setting, healthy relationships. (drop in hours) 
Integrate resources into schools for Jrs and Srs 
Teach college students to do this for high school students 
Offer “coaching program” to help teens transition 
Maybe something like “college day” where they can all be represented or “resource day” 
at high school 
Connect experts with places where youth fall off edge 
How do we identify folks doing this work? 
Resource matrix – vetted list 
Hotline, QR codes, list of resources 

https://bridgestosuccess.jfs.ohio.gov/
https://www.handlewithcareoh.org/
https://cohhio.org/programs/youth-initiative/yhdp/
https://cohhio.org/rhy/
https://gracehaven.me/
https://homelesshub.ca/sites/default/files/SCF15.9_Place4Me_Pages.pdf
https://cohhio.org/programs/youth-initiative/
https://www.homesafeincac.org/
https://ynn.jfs.ohio.gov/
https://managedcare.medicaid.ohio.gov/managed-care/ohiorise
https://forensic.nursingnetwork.com/
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Trusted adult, trusted place to meet 
Resource block parties 
Island of resources 
Dig into current barriers 
Peer cohort model? 
Resource Fair – invite teens, caregivers to meet providers they could link up with 
 Gracehaven, housing, counseling, shelter, schools, finance, work opportunities 
Need someone to bounce ideas off 
What are your dreams? 
Follow Maslow’s Hierarchy 
Call it empowering or another title, not Human Trafficking link 
 

Barriers: 
Minors less than 18  
Need to get approval to share info  

 
 
Whole Family 
 
Current Efforts: 

Upward Bound 
Perry County Single Parent Support Fund (Hocking has similar) 
CarePortal 
Relink.org 
Ohio START 
FCFC 
Nationwide Center for Family Safety and Healing  
Baby U (Toledo) 
Ohio RISE (Care Connection) 
Linkage to IHBT and in-house family therapies 
Hopewell RAPID – Tammy Hogsett 
OCTF working to expand family success network to SE Ohio if funding secured 

 FAO Supporting Families Fund (one-off expenses – deployed by MRDD) 
 Pregnancy Resource Center – Athens/Nelsonville (parenting assistance, diaper bank) 
 OhioCAN? 

Early Childhood Safety Initiative (new prevention plan – Vinton, Jackson, Morgan?) 
Check with Ashley Karimi 
Check with OSU Youth Resilience Collaborative 

 
Suggestions: 

Address multigenerational issues 
Provide basic necessities to families 
Alternative Response to CPS for families  
Need more family counseling 

https://www.missingkids.org/content/dam/netsmartz/downloadable/tipsheets/who-is-a-trusted-adult.pdf
https://www.simplypsychology.org/maslow.html
https://appalachianohio.org/grow/funds/fund-profiles/perry-county-single-parent-support-fund/
https://www.careportal.org/
https://relink.org/
https://ohiostart.org/
https://fcf.ohio.gov/
https://familysafetyandhealing.org/
https://babyutoledo.com/
https://managedcare.medicaid.ohio.gov/managed-care/ohiorise
https://octf.ohio.gov/home
https://athenspregnancy.com/
http://www.ohiocanchangeaddictionnow.org/
https://octf.ohio.gov/what-we-do/statewide-initiatives/early-childhood-safety-initiative
https://u.osu.edu/ohioyrc/
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Respite Resources 
Getting providers together 
Intensive in-house services 
More community inclusive support – coalitions, attorneys, business leaders, clergy, etc.  
Speak at churches 
Do family safety planning (harm reduction, shelters, housing, etc.) 
Create certifications for families that go through training, safety 

- Parenting curriculum, prevention focus, identification, planning, intervention) 
Includes resources that are not traditional yoga, art, music, etc.  
Restorative Justice Models 
Bring Families together for programming/peer support 
Is this a resource or innovation problem? 

 
We narrowed down the following actions as our first efforts: 
 
Mobile: Julie Sundquist, with Homesafe in Ashtabula is currently working on a program that 
focuses on mobile pop-ups that combine medical, mental health, Cleveland Rape Crisis Center 
and other services. They advertise through the local Chamber, churches, businesses and 
schools. It is a fairly new program but one that is very close to others we were brainstorming. 
Since she is already working it, we will use this as our test case and monitor progress. Primary 
Contacts: Julie Sundquist executivedirector@homesafeincac.org along with me at 
Christi.bartman@me.com.  
 
Warm Handoff for Transition Age Youth: Creating a resource matrix is the first step to then 
move toward connecting the youth serving agencies with adult serving agencies in the area to 
enhance communication between them. We will initiate work on this matrix immediately and 
share widely so that it may be shared with the transition age youth and the agencies that serve 
them. Primary Contacts: Amanda Wilson amandawilson@cohhio.org , Lauren Spector 
laurens@clevelandrcc.org  and Madison Ross mross@gracehavenhouse.org  along with me at 
Christi.bartman@me.com.  
 
Technology/Social Media: There are several ways we can address technology/social media at 
the same time to see what might make the biggest impact. Eyes Up Appalachia will focus on a 
safe/trusted person campaign that will be part of a social media take-over campaign. Compass 
Rape Crisis is working on several social media approaches to prevention. Carmen Hamper 
teaches on grooming and use of technology by adults. The FBI has good resources and there are 
others nationally as well. The task for this committee for a smaller, testable product, will be to 
put together regional resources, a toolkit, and a list of speakers to circulate. Primary Contacts: 
Kristi Campbell-Meiser kcampbellmeiser@compassrapecrisis.org , Madison Ross 
mross@gracehavenhouse.org and Carmen Hamper champer@hamperlaw.com  along with me 
at Christi.bartman@me.com. 
 
Whole Family: We decided to test the others first and continue to determine the best way to 
approach this as it is a larger effort. 

https://www.homesafeincac.org/
mailto:executivedirector@homesafeincac.org
mailto:Christi.bartman@me.com
mailto:amandawilson@cohhio.org
mailto:laurens@clevelandrcc.org
mailto:mross@gracehavenhouse.org
mailto:Christi.bartman@me.com
mailto:kcampbellmeiser@compassrapecrisis.org
mailto:mross@gracehavenhouse.org
mailto:champer@hamperlaw.com
mailto:Christi.bartman@me.com
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Appendix A 
 

Mobile 
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